Egypz‘ 2010

salaam ' alasken, Egypt!

T was given cwith £4,000 Co Crave! ampehere I cowld in Middle €ast and North Africa.

Where cowuld I qo? I pondered and pondered, unti! I thought about a place between
North Africa and Middle ast, Egupt. Equot, not an easy place to Cravel; bud it I Zhink

about those pharachs, jecelries, pyrarnds, temples and even murrres, I become So

intriqued and excited. I never persondally researctied aboutt Eqypt nor did I ever have

close interaction ewith the cowuntry;, however, those famous cultures and

architectures of Equpt were very fariliar Yo me. Tanoring Ber] a/-Arab in Unted Arad

Enirates, I decided Yo go o €gyst, a fantastic place 2o Zrave/. But wal, when can T

stare?



Friday, Jantary | = Starting sy journey
Regarding climate of Equpt, today's the best day to stat my trip to Eqypt. The
climate of Eqypt varies a /ot #rom January o December, and it I's very impordant for
re o choose when to go. THS is the chart of Eqpt's climate:



CLIMATE
Egypt experiences hot, dry summers with mild, dry winters. Rainfall is negligible.
During the winter months (Dec-Feb) it can get chilly in the evening and early morning.

Luxor Aswan

Moath Average Max Average Min Average Max Average Min
Temperature Temperature Temperature Temperature

Jan 22 6 23 9

Feb 24 7 24 10

Mar 28 11 28 |

Apr 34 16 35 19

May 38 21 39 23

June 40 22 41 25

Jul 41 24 41 27

Aug 40 24 41 27

Sep 39 22 40 25

Oct 34 18 35 21

Nov 28 11 28 |

Dec 23 6 23 10

Source: Temperatures are in Deorees Centigrade
. mperaiul { M eg s Loendigradg

r Z go Zo éjﬂ}/pf on June or J'a/y, I woeld be burned to death (4rC? ...forgei .
Bud ¥ T go Zo @ypz‘ on Janaary, it has 22° Cy which is bearable £or me. And I cwarted
Zo start on the £irst day of 2010 ewith re/}-es/w'/g rinds For sny First So/o-;joarney.

Anyeoays, I woke up early in to morning, and greeted sy Families with " Happy New
Year!" I ate 'Da(a(fjoo(" Zo get | year older. Nothing special happened wntil noon, chen
Z realized I showld start packing. Since I am going to be there at least For two
weeks, I packed plesnty number of’ summer—clothes which were stored in my Ffarily 's



warehouse. I took one //;g/zz‘v'ac%ef in case the temperalire £4//s down o ¢ C. AFer
packing 30 socks, little bit of kimchiy a camera, and my passport; I dowuble-checked
what's missing. It was only then when I redlized I was going 2o a really hot and
sSunny place. I packed sunglasses, a cowboy hal that is really usetul for covering my
Face from Sun, a sunblock, a water bottle, a #lip~Flop, fecw anti-indigestion 2ablets, a
map of Equpt, Celephone card o call my Ffuamily, buq repellent, and £inally, my precious
44,000 safely stored inside sy deepest side of ruy Aaj,

)6/001*@/./ 4I"r/‘l/ec/ in Incheon a/rporz‘.’

With the plane ticket that was booked feuw weeks ago, I boarded on plane o Eqypt.
Plane le#t Incheon & 610 pr., and arrived in Bejjing a 320 p.r. A/of/z/rg specia/
happened, except Asiana offered me a Bibimbab during the #1ight. In Bejjing, I did
absolutely nothing. The First day of my grand Lrip slowly passed aoay.

Saturday, January 2 - Starting sy joirrey 2

Z boarded on sy plare at 12:00 an., and I met Lhis gir! From Eqypt Sitting next 2o me.
Her name cas Tehenowt, and she had very é‘jy/vt«'an—//(/e perfume epitted from her
clothes (plane left ad 12:30 am). She was happy Lo Zell me aboud Equpt; she said
every Equptians are proud to be born in Equpt. I realized 2hey have very Stronq pride in
2heir nationdl identity. Anyways, T asked her guestions life " who is the president of
Eqypt?" (Muhammad Hosn Mubarak),” How many pharachs were 2here in

History?” (24)," Does women have to cover all 2heir skin like in Saud; Arabia?” (not
really, bet some pecple doY, " What Kind of information weould you give me for sy trip
to Egypt?" (Baksheesh, which is ip in Equptian. Whenever you can tip, tip pecple with
small Egptian pounds; ctheriise, peaple wouldnt be so nice to you any longer).



550 arr., I arrived &t Carro, and I was exhausted from rty $449 (/m-/onj Zrip. I
bought my visa, pasing #1s, and changed ry £1,000 o €1.5460. I was happy and excited
o see Egupt with sy cwn eyes For the £irst time in my life until I reached the exit
gdle; Eqypt of my imaginadion was Ffar From
reality. I aleays imagined proud pecple of Egyt,
and [uxuriows clothing and style; however, I
was wrong. The GDP of &gypt is .......... , and in
the istory, 99% of Eqyptian cwere illiterate, and
the fabulous hieroglyphic was created and wsed
only by wpper \k of Egyptian. Those imagnation
of Egyptian pride and strength collapsed as soon
as I sao those beqgng pecple. I was standing
Shocked in contusion, when Tehenowut
approached me. She said i2's common in the
airport, and if I go to Central Caire, it would be
different. That was true; as I got a axi for €

1s 2o go 2o Egyptian Museur, I could see
pecple who looked proud, strong, and hazpy;
more Sa2istYying my images of them. She
recommended Pension Koma for ry place to Sleep. She gave me the address of 12,
Chen lefZ.

When I arrived there, I could feel it at once. The dmosphere was different. The
rroment T SZ‘eppea/ into the p/aca, I cowld feel/ Zhe treasures of Taian(’/mman,

mumsies, jewellery, and hieroghphics.

The Egyptian Musewur is one of the world 's most important museums of ancient fustory and
one of its greal spectacles. It was built by a French archaelogst called Auguste Mariette;
2he musewun had Somewhad French-like amosphere.



Since there are so mamy
valuable objects in the

musewur, I had Zo pass
Chrough a metal dete

; 7l -~ .
See//g Zhe museunr 2444 '/ Sty ty \\
casn'? r1y favorite thing T was alewa 'c;d 'tlu/?en 7z 'h other muUSeUrS.

» )
But this museurm was different 5 )7&&/\ \ora COM/"g out, and I was so

/'nz‘ngaed in each of Lhem. Here are the extnbits T e{z/oyea/f

- Tarkhamen Galleries: This gallery had the treasuures of the young New Kingdom
pharach, Tudankhamen.
He reded Equpt only
For nine years
(1334-1322BC). His
Zreasure was
discovered in 1922 by
Yoward Carter in the
Villey of the Kings.
About 7200 items are
Spread ¢hrovughout a

Series of rooms.

-O/d K/Iga/om Rooms:



The rmontments From O/d Kingdom Eqypt. Pharachs From O/ld Kingdom Egqypt have

Zheir oéjecz‘é , statues, and pe Gbited in CAHIS roomn.

0 Shed head of

on. THIS room ‘5

(1,“(,‘ )

-;z--@e*ﬁ” 9"@4

- Ancient é:%//z‘: o)

- Animal Meummvies

After watching all those things, I was so
exhausted, and it coas only then when I realized
I hadn't eaten lunch vet, and it was already
getting dark.

I wandered arownd downtowon, 5md//rg foods
being cooked From various places. I was
extremely hungry; I was so hungry that I cwent
to a local Egyptian restaurant called A¢-Tabel ad-
Dyt that didn't look very safe and
respectable. Normally, I wocttldn ¢ have gore
Chere because I have ry ' standard’ where 2o eat
and where not o ead. I ordered some Zraditiona/
Food called Kofta. The menu had an English




description of Kofta, " it is a meat of lamp,” which I quessed it to be a lamé meat. T
was half-expecting a horrible food, when the Server gave me the dish. The food
looked like meatballs with pine nuts and tomato sauce. It was so good that I didn't
even need any Kimchi to ead them. I am not joking, but I would say it was one of the
best food I ever tasted; I
couldn'? swallow the med,
because the meat melted
itself in ray mowth. I
devorired all of them at
once, then ordered tabbocileh
that didn't have any english
description. It was salad
Chat was ofFered o me)
bulgeer chedd, parsley and
Comado, with a Sfrfh'(’/fns of

sesamie Seeds, and lemon and

garlic was what i was Again,
i tasted wonderful, then I
Firished may dinner with a
bottle of water. I was
afraid 2o ask how meuch i
was because I had so much fun eating the food; I was afrad it world be oo
expensive. Fortunadely, the cook only asked me for €130. I gave €11 baksheesh (2p) to
2he server, and happily left the restaurant.

Then I went o Pension Koma, a recommended place from Tehenowt. The pension
was run by a French-Equptian woman. I couldn? believe that this pension only
costed E1.50 without bathroonr, and ELs2 with bathroon (I chose a roor with a
bathroom because T desperately needed one). The room was not of luxury, ébut it had
cozy, old Caro-/ife admosphere that I thought it was better than luxurious hotels.
T Zalked with Che owner of the pension, and got sonre wuseful informdation. She
advised that the kind of restaurant T visited Few hours back For dinner cooctld only



cost fils"fi}O, Zhat /Q/Ilg EL30 was a litt/e too e)(/enS/\/e, She introduced some
places o 9o in doontowon like Khan o/ -Khalili, a A{iﬂesz‘ rmarket in Caro.

After some chit-chat with the owner, I wert back Lo ry room, unpacked ryself
From those healy loads, 2hen +ell a sleep. My £irst day in @ypf had Finally ended.

Sunday, Cfanaary 3 - Shopp/nﬁ 1n downtoron

I woke up a 10:00 pr.. It was Sunday, and I felt extremely

lazy to get wp. I had my brunch in

the pension, and went to Khan o/

Khalili eoithoed my heayy bags and

SEUFFs. On ry walk Lo the market,

I found McDonrald in the street. T

Felt ouaint, because that brand is everyewhere. Anpeoass, T
arrived @@ Khan a/-Khalili. I ate #fucl and 2a amipya, geick
Snacks that could be Found in the market.

I bouglt sowvenr T=shirt, some Craditional papyruis
scrolls, obligatory hookah (tobacco pipe, and of course,
2 will be given Lo my dadd. I had really hard time
communcaling with locals because the only Eqyptian I

bnew was ' salaam ' dlashum (hello), ' ma'is salaama
¢ 5ooa/‘5ye>‘, ow samat/t) samatftee (Lo man/ woman),
" shekran (hank youd) Y afroan vou ‘re welcome)'. T had 2o write down numbers For

éarja/n\s, and obiiously wasn ¢ very successtuly I pad 1500 For today ‘s shopping,



and I kneco it /s way too much. I ade dinner in a good restacurant (ate a beet~stead),

and I gave a baksheesh to the water.

Anyeoays, I went back o pension, tired from my all-day-long shopping. I researched

Some wsetul words from the internet (Zhe pension had internet access) like:

Moriareda
Taoar:'
Bint

Merrad/ merrads

( 455//

ana

/Ahfa (/’7>/ nti ( /b

Inte) Intdeenm

Weteoa

Heya

Thra

Homa

>$/e//9 »me
Police
My Friend

Mean

/Joman

You ( 5/'/5/4.0)

You (plural)

He

She

We

72[3}/

7771‘5 / 777622‘



Da (s Dik (H
Those
Inna//arda A/////

T omorrow

bukbra
.DQ/ afler Lomorrow
bad bukra
Yesz‘era/a/
Imbaarih
Morn/nj
Lsswbh
Afterncon/ f\/enfns
Bad id-dehr
£\/eni/g/ n/j/*/z‘
Bi/~lec/
On time
Fi—/-maaad
( 0/76) o‘c/ocf
Is-ssdaa Ceoahdd)
Yalf past one
wWahda e nuss
One FiFteen

Wahda wi redd
One forty five



photos of dahshur and camel.

Z spent my evening studying the coords, with some pronunciation support taught by
the pension cwner. Before T went to Sleep, accessed internet to Spend Some time
doing Facebook. I was able to chat with Zad Idum, and #riend From Jordan whom I
irtervieced for sy wWorld éeogrc;ﬂhy project. Ye was amazed that I am o Egypt, and
that he might be able Co meet me ad Liuxor. I got Ais phone number, and then, I
finisthed my Second day in Egpt...

Monday, Jancary 4 - 7o
Giza Ayrasnds!

I woke up early in the morning. The
oeoner Kindly gave me a snack for
breakfast Ffor Ffree. I lef? ry
/ajgage in 2he pension, and left to
Aire a camel For E4.40. I was happy
Zo have it EL1Q discounted with my

necoly learned vocabularies.

Z wsed my camel 2o go 2o Dahshur,
about 10km south of Saggara. It
s a small desert that cowld be
accessed only i I pay EL1s. This desert has 3.56m—long field of 4h— and 122/~

dynasty pyramids. It wasn't as comfortable to be on the camel as I expected, but it
was ?é{l‘te 3ooa’ Zo just do noz‘/lflg Bect de‘C/W‘Ig /7&55/}29 Scenes of desert on the
camel; I watched Bent Pyramid, Ked Pyrasidy, and Black Pyrasid on sy way.

Then, T ?a/cfeneo/ 1y camel o go Co Pyraprds of” (Giza, one of the most famous Site
for Wonders of the World. This place maintaned it 's itle For more than 4000 vears.



photos

In this place T
learned that labors
who worked to build
Chese wondrous
Pyraruds were not
Slaves, but rather
Ahighly organized
workforce, who were
pad. I visited the
Great Pyrapnd of
Khedtu, a 132m-Aigh
Structure with 2.3
rillion limestone
blocks. Can you
imagine 2?7 I just
can't imagine it. Anjpoays, I was one of the lucky 3005 who were permitted to enter
2he pyramid (only 300 pecple per day are allowed in 2he pyramid). To be honest, there
wasn't much to See inside the pyramid, but Lhe experience of climébing Lhrough 2he
ancient structure was unforgettable. There were King 's Chamber, Great Gallery,
Quieen's Chamber, and other rooms that emitted scary ora.

Then I visited 2he Ararud of Khafre, it seerms /arjer 2han he previous pyrasid, et
Z /s acz‘aa//y V1 locer Zhan the 6redt Pyra/r//'c/ of” Kheofuw. I /ooks //X’e 7 ‘5 /71:3her
becawse it was built in the higher ground and its peak is still capped with a

///)185 Zone cas. [/29 .

After 2hat, I went 2o the Final pyramid, the Pyrasid of” Menkaure, which had
excavated remans of Menkacre's Funerary temple, and his valley temple. This pyramid
s Smallest of the trio (42m), but This one was the scariest pyrasud.



On the way out, I briefly looked at Sphinx, the mystery anmal that /s known to be
(eepi/g those Lhree pyrasids. The Sphinx narrates Sound-and-light shoeo, and literally,
i2's Sound and light show!

I was exhausted again £rom sy long-long trip Lo the Pyrasnids of Giza, so I went Zo
Ahea, a Egyptian caré. I drank karkada (a coondersilly refreshing drink boiled wp
From hibiscus leaves; limoon (lemon juice); zabaady (¢raditiondl eqyptian yogeurd
drink); sahlad, a carm drink made with Semoling poroder, which is preferred in
winter. All of them, I drank slowly, studying what local Eqyptians are doing,
and howo they behave. I noticed that most of them cover their legs, and 2hat
I was one of the few who exposed their knees. Also, I noticed that some
Gir/s in Equpt cover 2heir whole skin, just like in Sawdi-Arabia. I pad for
2hose drinks.

I wernt back 2o ry pension, packed ruy Suf¥, and said Ffarecell to the kind
owner. I gave her EL.50 For baksheesh For her Kindness.

I cas time o leave Cairo, a very altractive city. It was time to depart Zo a
new destination, to Liuxor. I took 10-Hour /on3 Zrain ride, pczy//zs b6 For 2nd
class tickel. My Lhird day, and the Find/ day in Caro faded acoay ...



"\”\

q

i 7ae5;/ay, "2? = New destination, La>(or
‘ T e

Z arrived in Luxor a oogm '77ze &wa, 2he ancient necropolis of Thebes...
Yowever, the tran was So afuly, T sholr?dn Z have c.

Overdll, I had a fancy day Zoday, and T ‘m so happy eriting Lhis pard down right noco.

I'm going 2o meet Zaid tomorrow. 0.&3/, Z‘od@/‘s done.

Wednesday, January s — With Zad! 7o Luxor!

The £irst thing I did after waking up was getting dressed wup and departing to Luxor
Airport. As soon as I arrived, I sao Zaid waving at me. We had breakfast in a
restaurant called Sofra. I pased for Zaid, which made me 2o pay éLs0. I could
watch beacdiful, and rather grand Kiver of Nile while edding in Lhere. We talked abocet

hoeo our lite was, and shared current events of each of our own society.

We then moved on to tWest Bank, the place I cas supposed o have visited by
yesterday. We rented a Felucca (a small boad) For an tewo hours. e travelled arowund



Letxor tﬁroaﬂ/z Nile L/a//ey. T was zzmaz//g o See peo//e wuse the river o Survive Zhe

river provided locals water, and places o wash.

T2 was interesting Zo learn that
Kiver of Nile £looded a/maa//y, at a
/;rediaz‘a.é/e Z‘//y/e.

We stopped at the Valleys of the
Kings o see Tuthrosis I11,

Amenhcter II, and Horemhed. I
could perceive those tombs were
meant o be concealed because T

cowuld Find some camoar”/ages.

I 2hen walked down to the Valley
of the Gueens o sSee
Amunherkhepsher. There were a/so
Zombs of the Nobles of Nak/t,
Senncter, and Kamose. I and Zaid
visited Deir a/-Bakhri (Hatshepsut's
memorial Lemple) to See how She

/ived.

Since 2his walk wasn't as
interesting as it was in the Eqyptian
Musetirn, toe moved fa/cé/y back to
our felucca. We had our lunch in
Zhe Nile l/a//ey Yote!. e were
/wngry and spent EL70 Ffor the
lench there. In the restaurart, I
realized hoew the Egyptian Foods



oere 3enera//y delicious.

Then we went to Zad's grandparents’ house Ffor home-stay. The place was so cozy
and comfortable I wanted to stay there for years. I could experience new Equptian
Ffoods thal are home-made, and trust me, they are much much better 2han those in
the restaurants. I would miss these Equptian foods. I ate kofta and kebab (mead),
then abbouleh (bulgar whedd, parsley and tomalo, with a sprinkling of sesame
Seeds, leron and 5ar/ic). I was suqgested not to wuse sy left hand while eating
with Egyptians because left hand is used to wipe myself while in absence of
Zoiletry.

I went Zo bed, Fully satistied coith the treats I had in 2he house. I'»m
//a/m//g Zo Aay Some more Sowenrs Lomorrow with Zaid. Eqypt has been so

far so 3004.

Thursday, January ¢ - Shapping in Leexor

Z slept wntil really late Coday. then I woke wp, the grandma was cooking lunch. I
i sy Veanchy and lef to dowrntown
in Lexor for shopping. I boug/t
silver plates for decoration of my

Ahouse.

I a/so éoaﬁ/lt a personalized
Egyptian cup CAR has ry napte
on in %‘erog/yp/;ic&.

A Aoag/ﬁ ancther papyris
pa/nz‘//g.

Sﬁopp;ng worth Zard he//vec/ me
reduce the cost of A”}/”Zj Zhose




Sowvenrs Sljn/ﬂcanz‘/y, Ffor I on/y pad EL300 for those items.

We went back to Zad's 3ranc//9arenz‘5‘ house apd rested there. e plajed

chess y p/ayed a vVideo 352/)1:3, and coatched a movie.

I T coere Lo Follow ry plam T should aready have ledt the house for the
overnight train to Aswan. But Ffarewell with Zaid and his family wasn't as easy
as the farewel/ with the pension owner at Cairo. I decided to stay e days in
Z2he house.

ﬁ/a/ay, Janaary 7 ——/_earn/nﬁ é-ﬁypf with locals

Today, I didn't do much of traveling. I, just stajed at home, chilled down, and rested.
I learned some tips o follow when I go to Aswan because there are /ots of
scams. I learned how to cook kofta and kebab from Zaid's grandma. It was guite
easy to follow, but it regiuired Some time to cook; it was Slow-Food, as opposed to
Fast~food. I learned some more of usetul Eqptian language. Basically, that's a/l I
did Zoday.

Saturday, January s ”Z.earn/nﬂ Egypt coith locals 2

Today, I learned how to cook omm ali (popular dessert, lajers of pastry £illed
with neds and raisins, soaked in creas and milk, and baked in the oven), and
molokhiya, a green leaky vegetable, known as a mallow. Maybe I could cook it
For sy parents when I get back to Korea.

I introduced kimchi to Zad and Ais grandparents. They liked it very smuch;
they said it would be perfect to ead it with kebab. So that's what we ate For
Zoday ‘s dinner cith bimchi. I was happy 2o see Zhen elg/‘oyfrg Eimchi.



Sunday, January 9 -Last day in Zad s howse

Z sad 500&—/5}/3 2o sy good Friend, Zaid Itum, who had Kindly came over 2o Egypt 2o
gtide me. I also Lharked Zaid's grandparents For their bindness.

Zaid took me to the Felucca station, and we said our £inal goodbye, then I was on
r1y own. I boarded on Felucca to Aswan for €150, and relaxed. The ship itself
wasn't that bad; I could endure it. But the pecple boarded with me cere horridle
pecple. They had no etiguette; bet fortunadely, the caplan of the ship had Some
control over those pecple and prevented 2hem From doing much more horrible ¢hing.
As a result, g journey 2o Asean in the Felucca passed, in a way peacetilly.

Monday, :ffmaary 10 - 70 Aswan, 2o Aswan!

Boring howurs passed chile in the boat. I did nothing but coadched passing scenes in
the boal. Morning came, and I realized the boat was almost to the shore of Aswan.
I looked arowund Ascan, and I Felt different admosphere #rom that of Cairo and
Luxor. It was Southern part of Egypt, and Lhe admosphere in terms of climate and
pecple were different! I could feel it! The types of vegetation were different; just
basically everything cas different betiween Luxor/Cairo and Aseoan.

Anpeoays, I was hungry, so I went to Aswan market. I ordered febab in a local
restaurant, that tasted just as good as the one I ate before. I also ate omm ali
(popilar dessert, lajers of pastry £illed with nuts and raisins, soaked in cream
and rilk, and baked in the oven), and Mo/o(’/w'ya, a green leaty Veﬁez‘aé/e (mallow).



7 was so Ffull thad I sal in the restaurant doing noz‘/ﬁng wunti! I Felt better.
In the market, there cere new Sords of sowvenirs that I did not see in Khan a/-
khalili or Lexor Market, and 2hey were mini stadtues of ancient pharachs. I bought a
Ffew of then.

Having done with shapping a Asewan, I moved on 2o sy next destination, Abu Simbel,
one of the most Famous Courist~visiting Site in €gypt, and Che grandest of all

Pharaonic monuments.

The village of” Abu Simbel lies 250fm sowth of Ascwan and only 40km north of the
Sudarese border. And foreigners traveling from Aswan to Abu Simbel by road must
travel in police convey. I didn't want policemen following me, so I just took a bus
o Abu Simbel ad 4:00 p .

A//jﬁf fe// on as Z'ﬁe 54(5 drove Zo 454( 5//»153/ ) and 1t was AQM;{‘L(/ ScCene o See dasé

in desert.

I arrived at a small hotel called Eskalehr. The hotel is run by Nebian women, and the
hotel tselfis decorated in Nubian style; there were Nubian musics coming out From
Speakers, Nubian style bathroort, room, and bed. Tt was very rew Zo me, and I was
more Lhan happy Co experience new things. I pad ELso for home-coofed dinner by

those Nubian oners; the dinner was 5ooa’ .

T was so tired fronr the Zrip I Ahad Z‘oda/, that I £/l a5/eep /Mmea//a‘te/y T fel/ on bed
afer dinner (corote 2his diary 2he next day>_

Tuesday, January W — What happened in Abe Simbel

The Nebian owwners didn't bother to wake e Up, so it was almost noon when I

woke wup. I didn ¢ care much z‘/maj/m I paid ancther ELsO Ffor the deliciously honre-



cooked lunch. The Nubian owners recommended me to have a //:S/ra‘ Jo99#79 Zo Lake

Nasser.

When T 3ot Zhere, I couldn ¢ believe thad 17 /a/ée could be this .5/5 The Sarte acve
t¢hat I had Seeing Great Pyramids at Cairo revived ad ¢Ais moment. The lake has an

area of 5250 59 £r1, and 5107 long. I could see several species of birds #hying all
photo

over the Lake Nasser. T had a relaxing time 2here, and ent back to the hotel. Afer
dinner, I wused internet in the hotel. Then, I slest.



photo

> 2hat I had

been here.

T2 was getting dark chen I headed back 2o ry hotel. I Zalked to Some Strangers,
2hen I slept.

Mednesday, Janaary 13 —-Mox/fng back

This day, I dedicated whole day in walking through the desert. I started walfing from
Abut Sipbel to Aswan. A police car comoyed me, but they didn't bother me ruch. I
coalked, cwalked, and walked, and Finally reached Ascan. I was exhausted from the das-
long walk. It was really hot in the desert; Aowever, it was a good experience. I got a
hotel called Keylany Hotel, and I'm going to Sleep right after I finish writing this
diary...

7 hersday, Jancary 14 - Moving back 2

Basically, I went to all the places I wanted Zo go. In compensation of ry 2hrifey
Chroughout the 2ripy I have so much money left. I plarned 2o wuse the money
lexwriowsly. I am going Lo have a extravagant /ife For fecw days.

T decided to board on cruises to ge Zo Luxor. I chose a cruise named M/S

S/Ie/zra/ar, which costs £960 For /’oé(r—mj/ﬂ‘—/org sal.



Janaary 14-15 = My /ife in the cruise
Z'm going 2o merge 1his cruise-based Story into one. The cruise was Ffudastic. I
never epjoyed LAIS Kind of luxury in my life. THis boat has my private room, pools,
bars, and other Five—star amenities. I can epjoy the owutside view From sy private
room. The foods offered o me was marvelous; there were Seafoods from Alexandria

photo of the cruise

(a famous place for seatood in Egypt), dll Kinds of luxuriows Egyptian foods that T
could not get from locals, and fancy desserts served after each meal. Musicians
fired o play music in the critise plajed music for wus every time we ade. I Seant
From Lime 2o time to cool of ¥ the heat of Equpt. I couldnt drink alcohols in the
bar since I am a student, but I could order some luxurious juices. Overdll, this
foar—m'ﬁ/zt experience a the cruise M/S Shehrayar was a fadastic experience apd I

would rever forjez‘ iZ.
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Tuesday, Jancary 19 = Moving back 3

Now L't in Lexor. I'o 2o move back o Caro. I ook that 10-howr long train again,
bect 2His Lime going From Luxor 2o Caro. I got on the Crain, 2his time I pased £ 25 to

3et 2he First-class ticket; the Second-class train was so horrible.
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A)ea/ne\sday, Janaary 20 - /V/O\//nj back 4



I was starting 2o get dark when I arrived @ Cairo. Although the first-class 2rain
was hundred times better han the Second-class, I was very tired. I went back Zo
Pension Koma, the place I Slept 2 weeks ago when I £irst arrived in Equpt. That
French—€qyptian woman greetled me, and I talfed about my journey. She listened to me
carefully, and I Zold everything that happened during ry Crip enthusiastically.

I am not going 2o spend any more of dollars anymore, since I need them For 2he

#1ig/t going back to Seoul. However, I still have L2572 left in my éag, T decided Zo
stay in Pension Koma until I use the whole Egyptian pound up. I need o pay £fLioo
For break#ast, lunch and dinner per day, plus €152 for sleeping; I need £L152 per day.

I could stay in this pension for tewo more weeks.

Janaary 20- Fééraary 3 - /V/y teoo weeks in Pension Kora

what did I do during 2hese wo weeks? I read books aboud Egyptian history that is
So profound o describe in this diary. I booked a f1ig/t for February 4th to go to
Seowl. I learned to speaf more Egyplians, guite professionally that I am now capable
of communcating with a local Eqyptian. I taught the pension owner how Zo make
Kirmchiy and in return, she taught me how to make omm ali. During Lhose Zewo
weeks, I edited this diary to make my trip to Equpt memorable.

February 4 —-60//73 back

I went 2o Cairo Airport. I distributed all my remaining Equptian pounds to the beqgars
in front of the arport. I boarded on the plane, and lefZ £3y/9z‘,

T¢ had been a month since I £irst came Zo bqypt. It can be a /o/g Eime, bt it felt
as though I stayed in Equpt only for few days. There are still some places I had not
visited, so I will come back to Equpt someday lader. I don't regret that I chose
Eqypt as sy Lrip destination; bed rather, I think any other country couldnt have been



better than Egypt. I would be glad to See pyselF in the #iidure, reading /s diary in

Great amusement; that's why I wrote this diary For.

The End



